
How to Become a Referee  

 

Certification to become a First-time Referee is done through a combination of online coursework and an in-person 
course. Participants are required to complete both the First-time Referee Online Course and In-Person Field 
Session to be officially licensed with U.S. Soccer as a Referee.   

Important: IF YOU ARE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, YOU MUST ALSO COMPLETE THE U.S. SOCCER BACKGROUND 
CHECK. 

Referee License: Qualified to officiate competitive, small-sided or recreational youth matches and amateur adult 
matches 

Registration requirements: 

• Minimum Age: 13 

• Training: Online & in-person component 

• Laws of the Game Quiz: Online Quiz  

• SafeSport & Safe Soccer Training: Ages 18 & older 

• Background Check: Ages 18 & older 

Fees: 

• Clinic fee: $20.00 (non-refundable) 

• USSF registration: $55.00 

• Background check fee: $23.00 (non-refundable; valid 
for two years) 

 

 
Note: The North Texas Soccer Referee Program hosts WhistleMania® once per year that will have a different pricing 
structure because a uniform kit is provided with the completion of the online and in-person sessions. 

CREATE A PROFILE 

Registration is performed online through U.S. Soccer’s Learning Center. There are fees to complete the required 
course work so be sure to have ready your credit or debit card available when registering. All candidates must be 
13 years or older to create a profile in the U.S. Soccer Learning Center. 

NOTE: Email addresses used must be validated within 24 hours or the account will be locked.  Please avoid using 
a school email address.  If you are under the age of 18 years old, you must add a parent/guardian email, which 
must be validated within 24 hours as well. 

⬆️ IMPORTANT: In the course list, set the “HOST” filter to “North Texas Referee Committee” 

 
 
LEARN ONLINE 

First-time Referees Online Course 
This incredible, self-paced, 4.5 hour e-learning experience utilizes a variety of videos and learning modules for an 
exciting educational experience and prepares candidates for their assigned tasks and responsibilities as a Referee.  

The online coursework also includes: 
1. Safe Sport Training (if 18 years old or older – required by Federal Law) 
2. Introduction to Safe and Healthy Playing Environments 
3. Referee Certification Quiz 

https://learning.ussoccer.com/referee


 

 

 
Feel free to read the information on the First-Time Referees Page. When you are ready to look for a class and 
register to begin online work, click on “Go to Course List.” 

⬆️ IMPORTANT: In the course list, set the “HOST” filter to “North Texas Referee Committee” 

 

Once you are ready to select a class, click on the “Course Details” for that class.  This page will provide you with all 
details for that class.  If you have selected the correct course on the correct date at the correct time, click on 
PROCEED TO REGISTRATION. 

 
After reviewing the description of the course and confirming your availability to attend the in-person session 
associated with the course you selected, you will click on Proceed to Payment. 

 



 

 

LEARN IN-PERSON 

First-time Referee Course In-Person Session 
The In-Person portion of a student’s coursework includes practical exercises for aspiring candidates wishing to 
become U.S. Soccer Referees. The goal is to prepare the candidates by offering a safe, fun, reality-based, holistic 
experience. 

The purpose of the in-person session is to provide an opportunity to reinforce concepts and knowledge covered 
in the online portion of the course via practical exercises. The focus must be on preparing the referee candidate to 
be ready for their first game.  

 

 
 

 Helpful Suggestions: 

• Add the email address “notifications@learning.ussoccer.com” to your email address book to reduce the 
chance of correspondence from the US Soccer Learning Center being diverted to your spam folder. 

• Background checks will be reviewed by US Soccer 

• The North Texas Soccer Referee Committee is limited to transferring, refunds, and questions about the in-
person field session.  We cannot help troubleshooting the USSF website issues (ex. issues with background 
checks, user account, SafeSport, etc.)  You may want to review the US Soccer Learning Center FAQ and support 
process.   If you have issues with the course, please contact referees@ntxsoccer.org. 

https://ussf.my.site.com/lcsupport/s/
mailto:referees@ntxsoccer.org
https://learning.ussoccer.com/referee/courses/available/10000006/course-info

