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NORTH TEXAS PREMIER RECREATIONAL LEAGUE 
 

RULES & PROCEDURES 

This sets forth the rules and procedures for play in the NORTH TEXAS PREMIER 
RECREATIONAL LEAGUE ("PRL"). Unless otherwise stated herein all FIFA rules and NTSSA 
rules will apply, and each team's home association rules will also apply to such team. 

I.  FIELDS   

1.1 Field Assignments.  Each member association will provide appropriate fields for use by 
each of their association's teams when playing as the home team.  Each association shall provide 
a list of available fields, dates and times for use in assigning PRL games to the PRL Division 
Commissioner or PRL Executive Council prior to designated date for each playing season  No 
association or any individual team will be allowed to make any changes to field assignments.  All 
field assignments will be handled by the appropriate PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL 
official upon receipt of field assignments from the home association.   

1.2 Weather.  All games will be played as scheduled unless the home association determines 
that the fields are unplayable.  The appropriate Weather hotline phone number and/or website are 
listed on the attached PRL Field Protocol Schedule. 

1.3 Field Protocol.  Parents and players will take positions on the sides of the field as dictated 
by each home association.  For the specifics, see the attached PRL Field Protocol Schedule.   

1.4 Nets and Flags.  All games must be played with nets on each goal and four corner flags.  
Each home team/association will be responsible for putting up and taking down the nets and corner 
flags as specified on the attached PRL Field Protocol Schedule.   

II.  GAME PROTOCOL 

2.1 Game Reports.  Each team shall use the PRL form of Game Report (available on the  game 
scheduling website or via the PRL website and shall submit the Game Report to the referee before 
the game.  After completion of each game, the referee shall note and describe any disciplinary 
issues (cards, etc.) and the score and shall deliver the completed Game Report as specified in the 
PRL Game Report Protocol attached hereto.  The appropriate PRL official shall promptly review 
each Game Report and handle matters as specified in the attached PRL Game Report Protocol.   

2.2 Penalty for Game Reports.  If a team does not submit a Game Report as specified in 
Rule 2.1 above, then disciplinary action shall be taken in accordance with the PRL Game Report 
Protocol.   

2.3 Jersey Colors Conflict.  Also, in the event of any jersey conflicts, the home team will be 
required to change to a different color jersey or pennies over their jerseys. 

2.4 Uniform Policy.  All teams will be required to have uniform jerseys with distinct permanent 
numbers for each player.  Although uniform shorts and socks are strongly encouraged, no player 
will be prohibited from participating because of non-matching shorts or socks.   
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2.5 Referees/Payment.  Each home association will assign referee crews to games scheduled 
on their fields.  The payment of Referees' fees will be handled by each home team in accordance 
with each home association's requirement.  For specifics, see the attached PRL Field Protocol. 

2.6 Game Protests / Grievances.  Except as provided herein, all players, coaches, teams and 
spectators will be governed by their own association's rules.  Any game protest or grievances shall 
be directed to the applicable PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL official, as 
provided in the PRL Game Protocol attached hereto.  Protests must be in writing and accompanied 
by a $50.00 fee and delivered to the applicable PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable 
PRL official, as provided in the PRL Game Protocol, within 72 hours of the scheduled game start 
time.  The PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official will forward the written protest to 
the PRL Appeals and Disciplinary Committee ("PRL A&D Committee") for consideration.  Each 
PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official who receives "complaints" not in accordance 
with the requirements of this Section 2.6 is instructed to advise the complainant of the 
requirements of this Section 2.6 and take no further action regarding such "complaint."  The PRL 
A&D Committee will make a determination based on applicable association rules and regulations, 
these PRL Rules and Procedures, NTSSA and FIFA rules, and good common sense for matters not 
covered by any of such rules, and advise the applicable parties and the PRL Executive Council.  
Appeals therefrom should be made to the PRL Executive Council in writing within 72 hours of 
notification of the PRL A&D Committee's determination accompanied by a $50 fee.  After a 
determination by the PRL Executive Council, further appeals from the PRL Executive Council 
decisions must be directly to NTSSA. 

2.7 Player Substitution.  PRL will follow NTSSA rules on player substitutions.  In general, this 
allows substitutions, in the referee's discretion, as follows: 

Kick-offs - either team 
Goal kick - either team 
Caution (Yellow card) - player receiving card may be substituted 
Throw-in  - for the team in possession, provided that if the 

team in possession substitutes, then the opposing 
team may substitute 

Injury - either team if referee stops the play 
Other - at referee's discretion 

 
2.8 Forfeit Time.  Any team without the requisite number of players to start a game within 
10 minutes of the scheduled game time according to the referee's watch shall forfeit the game.  
Forfeited games shall be scored as a 0-3 loss.   

III.  PRL PLAY 

3.1 PRL Standings.  The PRL standings will rank the teams in the order in which each such 
team has season standing points at the end of the season (with the highest points being first place, 
and so forth).  In the event of an abbreviated season, the ranking of the teams shall be based on the 
average points per game (including any bonus or deduction points related thereto).  In the event a 
tie breaker is needed to determine a winner, the order of priority will be as set forth in Section 3.6 
hereof.  
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3.2 Scoring System.  PRL will use the following scoring system which allocates points (up to 
a maximum of 3) as follows: 

Win - 3 points 

Tie - 1 point 

Loss - 0 points 

 
If any team is dropped from or added to PRL play after the commencement of season play by the 
PRL Division Commissioner, with approval of the PRL Executive Council, all games previously 
played and all future games scheduled for such team for that playing season will be scored as "not 
played" and not counted in the standings.   

3.3 Commissioners.  Each PRL Division Commissioners or other applicable PRL officials are 
listed on the accompanying PRL Contacts Schedule.  Their home number and e-mail address is 
provided for your use in contacting them for problems and questions as well as to report game 
results.  Head coaches should also expect to receive information directly from the applicable PRL 
Division Commissioner.  So that the PRL Division Commissioner will have pertinent information 
for each of the teams, each Home Association needs to supply to PRL the name, address, phone 
number, e-mail address and related contact information for its registered teams' coaches, assistant 
coaches and managers.  Also each team must advise the PRL Division Commissioner of the team's 
primary jersey color.   

3.4 Game Schedules; Standings.  The "official" game schedules and standings are those posted 
on the PRL website or other PRL Executive Council approved location.  You should contact your 
PRL Division Commissioner to determine how schedule changes, standings and other matters will 
be handled by that PRL Division Commissioner.  PRL Division Commissioners and other PRL 
officials shall handle game scheduling in accordance with the attached PRL Scheduling and 
Rescheduling Protocol. 

3.5 PRL Play.  Each applicable PRL Division Commissioner will receive teams from the PRL 
Executive Council and group those teams into an appropriate arrangement (i.e., equally matched 
playing ability) and prepare a playing schedule on the basis of home and away games of an equal 
number of times for each team on the fields provided by each team's home association (or PRL 
mandated "neutral location"). The goal is to play approximately 8 games per season. 

3.6 Season Awards and Tie Breakers.  For each playing division there will be awards given for 
the applicable places based on the regularly scheduled PRL play games.  Only the first place team 
will receive an award.  If two or more teams are tied in game points after all of their regular season 
games are completed, the following tie breaker procedures will be used to determine the winner, 
in the order of the priority listed below:  

(a) Head to head game results (during regular season games; i.e., exclusive of 
“friendly” games) based on the 3 point system specified in these Rules and 
Procedures. 



RULES AND PROCEDURES - Page 4 

(b) Least number of goals allowed during season play, without limitation. 

(c) Fewest accumulation of yellow cards (counts as l), red cards (counts as 2) points. 

(d) The least number of disciplinary actions taken against such team or its coaches, 
assistant coaches, manager, trainer, parents or spectators. 

If there is still a tie after the above, then the teams will be declared co-winners. 

3.7 Rescheduling Policy.  In the event any games are unable to be played or completed, due to 
field conditions or the like, pursuant to these Rules and Procedures, such games will be rescheduled 
by the PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL official only (coaches are not allowed 
to attempt to reschedule games).  The PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL official 
should attempt to reschedule such games as soon as possible considering the remaining time frame 
for the playing season and other relevant factors.  The PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL 
official is not required to seek approval of the rescheduled date and time from either team, but 
should inquire generally as to favorable times and dates.  In no event shall any team or coach be 
allowed to "refuse" to play a rescheduled game due to conflicts or inconvenience.  PRL Division 
Commissioners or other PRL official shall handle rescheduling games pursuant to the attached 
PRL Scheduling and Rescheduling Protocol.  PRL Policy forbids the rescheduling of games for 
the convenience of a team, even if both teams involved agree to such rescheduling.   

3.8 Suspended Games.  Any game which has been suspended after completion of the first half 
of play shall be considered a full game and shall count in the standings as such.  If a game is 
suspended (other than for an abandonment or other disciplinary reason by the referee), then it will 
be rescheduled pursuant to Section 3.7 hereof.   

3.9 Forfeit Time.  Any team which does not have the minimum number of players (pursuant 
to NTSSA rules) required to commence a game within ten (10) minutes after the scheduled 
commencement time shall forfeit such game.  A forfeited game will be counted as a score of 3–0 
in favor of the non-forfeiting team.   

3.10 Playing Time.  Each rostered player, who is at the game at the start of the game, shall play 
at least one-half of a game, subject to any exceptions allowed pursuant to NTSSA rules. 

3.11 Rosters.  Each team shall be required to furnish, upon request, an official, signed Roster 
from their home association to their PRL Division Commissioner prior to the commencement of 
the playing season.   

3.12 Player/Coaches Identification.  Each team's players, coach, assistant coach and manager, 
as listed on their official Roster, must have available at each game, for presentation to the 
appropriate game officials, appropriate identification with a photo issued by their home 
association.  If no identification card is issued or same do not include a photograph of the coach, 
assistant coach or manager, then a valid Texas Driver's License must also be shown to the 
appropriate game official or PRL official to be part of the team.   

3.13 Scheduling Conflicts.  Each team shall be allowed to provide its applicable PRL Division 
Commissioner or other applicable PRL official, prior to the initial playing schedule having been 
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prepared by the PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL official, with any reasonable 
"conflict request" allowed by policies established by the PRL Executive Council.  The PRL 
Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL official shall use its best efforts to schedule 
around those conflict requests; however, the PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL 
official shall not be required to honor any such conflict requests, and will not consider any conflicts 
which arise or which are communicated after the original schedule has been completed.  PRL 
Division Commissioners or other applicable PRL official shall consider and make appropriate 
concessions for religious holidays in preparing game schedules.   

3.14 Division Formation and Team Placements.  In considering how to form Divisions with in 
an age group and the placements of teams within a Division, the primary guiding premise is that 
the Division should be competitive for all teams; that is, Divisions should be organized and teams 
placed within Divisions to create the best competitive environment.  However, the following 
should also be given consideration for Division formation: (1) the number of teams in the entire 
age/gender group, (2) how the game schedule for a Division will be impacted; in other words, PRL 
attempts to have 8-10 games per season, with each team playing other teams an equal number of 
times, and (3) team location, and (4)  other relevant considerations.  With respect to team 
placements within a playing Division, the following factors should be considered: (1) the team's 
playing record for the prior season(s), (2) the age of the majority of the players; in other words, 
where an age/gender group has a number of Divisions and covers 2 years of ages, then the teams 
with the relatively same ages should be placed in the same playing Division, (3) the stability of the 
Roster (changes in the roster may indicate a need for a move to either a more or less competitive 
playing Division), (4) the Home Association of the teams anticipated to be in the Division (there 
is sentiment that each playing Division should contain a team of each Home Association to the 
extent reasonable), and (5) geographical  locations of teams within a playing division..  Each PRL 
Division Commissioner should make a recommendation as to Division formation and team 
placements within each playing Division to the PRL Executive Council prior to the start of such 
season; however, final determination rests with the PRL Executive Council, which decision may 
be based upon the foregoing and such others factors as the PRL Executive Council deems 
appropriate. 

3.15 Association Teams.  The PRL playing league is only for teams that are U11 and older, as 
determined by the PRL Executive Council from time to time.  Each participating association may 
send to PRL any teams that express an interest in playing in the PRL league and are willing to 
travel to remote locations as scheduled by PRL.  Initial and final rosters of each association’s 
participating teams will be submitted to PRL on or before the deadlines established  by the PRL 
Executive Council for each playing season.  An association team participating in PRL league play 
may (but are encouraged not to) participate in their association's internal league play, but PRL play 
will take precedence and NTXC will not accommodate conflicts therewith. 

3.16 Sit-Outs.  A sending-off (red card) offense shall automatically require the next game to be 
"sit-out" by the offending person, with or without league notification.  Further disciplinary action 
may be taken as deemed appropriate by the PRL A&D Committee or Executive Council. 
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IV.  ADMINISTRATIVE 

4.1 Purpose and Goals.  For most teams, there will be at least some variations in these rules 
from the typical rules in their home association.  We apologize for any "culture shock" caused by 
any rules changes, and hope that each of the teams participate in the spirit envisioned by the 
formation of this PRL playing league.  We hope that this brings more stability, interest, and more 
appropriate levels of competition for all participating teams and associations.  The purposes for 
establishing an PRL playing league include: (i) establish continuity, (ii) provide a stable 
arrangement for play by the member association's qualifying  teams, (iii) avoid arbitrary 
exclusionary policy from other associations, (iv) provide better matched competition levels for the 
member association teams, (v) encourage increased participation for recreational players of these 
age levels, (vi) increase excitement for continued play by providing new teams to play against and 
short travel to new soccer complexes, and (vii) avoid problems with trying to find a suitable 
playing league for such teams.   

4.2 Executive Council.  The PRL Executive Council shall be composed of one (1) 
representative from each substantial member association.  The current members of the Executive 
Council are listed on the accompanying PRL Contacts Schedule.   

4.3 Registration. Each Association will register its own teams and players. 

4.4 Fees. Each member association would continue to charge the fees it establishes for its 
teams.  Except for certain costs addressed in these Rules and Procedures, there will not be any 
payments between associations with regard to the PRL play covered by these Rules and 
Procedures.  Each member association will be required to pay, as a condition to its team's being 
admitted to play in PRL, an administrative fee as determined by the PRL Executive Council for 
each playing season.  Until changed by the PRL Executive Council, as a condition precedent to 
each team's admission to PRL, the home association will pay a fee of $20 per team to PRL for 
various administrative costs. 

4.5 Fields. Each member association will provide a suitable home field and time slots for its 
teams for all of their home games, except when and under the circumstances as approved by the 
other team's home association or when another home association, with its approval and payment 
of applicable costs associated therewith, supplies the "home field" for such team.   

4.6 Referees. Each home association and/or home team will be responsible for assigning and 
paying (in accordance with each home association's standard procedure) the referees and assignors 
for such home games. 

4.7 Promotional Matters. Each association will be responsible for its own promotional matters 
with respect to PRL. 

4.8 Cost Sharing. The PRL Executive Council shall establish for each season an appropriate 
Cost Sharing Schedule, to which each participating  association  will be subject and for which each 
association shall be deemed to have agreed to upon submission of any team into the PRL playing 
league.  A uniform per team cost will be assessed to each association after determination of the 
cost of awards.  Any costs incurred by an association for referees (and assignors), fields and 
lighting (if applicable) for a "home" game held at such association's facilities shall be the 
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responsibility of  such  home association; except if the "home" team is from a different association, 
then such hosting association shall be reimbursed for all those costs by such visiting association.  
Each association will reimburse the purchasing or furnishing association promptly upon written 
request; failure to make prompt payment will be cause for removal of such home association from 
the PRL league play and participation. 

4.9 Disciplinary and Appeals. Each PRL Division Commissioner, or other appropriate PRL 
official, shall have the responsibility of monitoring all Game Reports and Referee Misconduct 
Reports and shall report to the PRL A&D Committee any matter requiring a PRL A&D Committee 
hearing.  Disciplinary hearings will be held by the PRL A&D Committee.  All appeals from the 
PRL A&D Committee will be to the PRL Executive Council, together with a $50 fee, and the PRL 
Executive Council shall have the right to require any player, coach, assistant coach, manager, 
parent or spectator to appear before the PRL Executive Council at the NTX Office, or other 
location it may designate, for appropriate disciplinary hearing and action. PRL will strictly adhere 
to NTSSA rules and these Rules and Procedures.  If any party to a hearing appears with an attorney-
at-law, court reporter or tape recorder, the hearing shall be terminated and the PRL Executive 
Council shall determine whether to handle the hearing or refer it directly to NTSSA.   

4.10 A&D Committee. The PRL A&D Committee will consist of one (1) member of each home 
association in PRL; provided, however, the PRL A&D Committee member from each home 
association which has a party in such hearing shall not be entitled to vote on such matter.  The PRL 
A&D Committee member from any home association which has an involvement in such hearing 
will not be allowed to cast a vote on the outcome thereof.  A quorum of the PRL A&D Committee 
shall be the number of associations qualified to vote at such meeting that have personally 
participated in such hearing.   

4.11 Tournament of Champions. Each member association will chose its own team 
representative for the Tournament of Champions based on their own internal rules or guidelines 
for the teams registered within that association.  It may or may not include the teams participating 
in the PRL playing leagues. 

4.12 Timing. Each member association agrees to cooperate with each other as to registration 
dates, team formation dates, season start and ending dates, special association tournament dates, 
etc.   

4.13 Coaches Meeting.  PRL may, if the PRL Executive Council deems it appropriate, hold a 
brief "Coaches Meeting" prior to each season start for the following purposes:  (i) introductions of 
coaches and Division Commissioners; (ii) discuss playing procedures and new rules or protocols; 
and (iii) other appropriate matters.  

4.14 Master Protocol Schedule.  Each home association, as a condition to qualification to 
participate in PRL, must be fully complete and delivered to the PRL Executive Council, a Master 
Protocol Schedule, in the form attached hereto.  Revisions thereto must be made before the start 
of each new playing season. 
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V.  TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 

5.1 Eligibility.  Each team playing in the PRL is eligible to participate in the NTX Tournament 
of Champions ("TOC") in accordance herewith, their home association rules and the TOC rules. 

5.2 Home Associations.  For each age group in each home association, the home association 
will determine if and how their teams will be selected for submission to the TOC, in accordance 
with TOC rules. 

5.3 Elite Division.  If TOC offers an "Elite" or comparable division in its tournament,  then 
home associations may, in addition to its other team selections, may also elect to send an additional 
team for "Non-Elite" division play in the TOC. 

 

Dated:  March 4, 2024. 
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PRL FIELD PROTOCOL SCHEDULE 

1. Sideline Protocol.  As listed in each home association's Master Protocol Schedule, the 
sideline protocol shall be either: 

1.1 Same Side.  The home team (players, coaches and spectators) will occupy the north 
or west side of the field, and the visitors (players, coaches and spectators) will 
occupy the south or east side of the field. 

1.2 Different Sides.  The Players and Coaches will sit on one side and all spectators sit 
on the other side, across from the team.  Home team and its spectators will occupy 
the north or west half of the field; visitor team and its spectators occupy the south or 
east half of the field. 

1.3 Posted Arrangements.  Any home association which has prominently posted sideline 
protocols at such fields, then such signage must be followed by the team (players, 
coaches and spectators).   

2. Nets/Flags Protocol.  The Home Team is responsible for  putting up and taking down nets 
and flags; however, it is expected that both teams should assist in putting up and taking 
down the nets and flags, except where such is not handled by the teams.   

3. Referee Payment.  If an association pays its referees other than at the fields, then that 
association shall make such payments in accordance with their standard procedures.  If an 
association pays its referees  at the fields as a condition to play, then that association’s 
home team is responsible for such  game time payments; if such payment is not made by 
such home team, then the visiting team shall be awarded a forfeit victory.  Any home team 
that fails to make a game time referee payment shall be prohibited from participating in the 
PRL playing league in the future. 

4. WEATHER HOTLINES OR WEBSITES.  The hotline number and website for each 
home association should be provided to PRL in its Master Protocol Schedule and 
maintained current during the season.  Each team's coach is charged with verifying field 
conditions for each game.  Coaches should relay the appropriate information to each of 
their team parents. 
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PRL SCHEDULING AND RESCHEDULING PROTOCOL 

1. Field Assignments.  Field assignments will be prepared for each Home Association for 
their teams on the basis of  four (4) or five (5) home games per season.  Such field 
availability will be delivered by each Home Association to PRL before the designated time 
for game scheduling, as set by the PRL Executive Council for each season. 

2. Game Schedules.  Each PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official should use 
reasonable efforts to schedule PRL games so that it accommodates the Home Association 
in field assignments and referee assignments.  In other words, schedule back to back games 
so a referee team can do two (2) or more games in a row, if possible.   

3. Schedule Distributions.  When game schedules have been finalized, it will be posted on the 
PRL website, with notice thereof to each head Coach and each Home Association (who 
will notify its Field Assignor and Referee Assignor).  For contact information for such 
Home Association's field and/or referee assignors, please refer to applicable association's 
Master Protocol Schedule. 

4. Rescheduling.  In the event a reschedule is needed due to weather or other legitimate 
reason, the PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official cannot rely upon the original 
field assignments provided by the Home Association.  Rather, the PRL Division 
Commissioner or other PRL official only (not Coaches) should contact the Home 
Association Field Assignor and Referee Assignor and request a time slot for the 
rescheduled game.  Upon receipt of the rescheduled time slot, the revised game shall be 
updated on the posted game schedules. 
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PRL GAME REPORT PROTOCOL SCHEDULE 

1. Game Reports.   

1.1 Coaches.  A Game Report for each game must be printed out and submitted 
to the game referee by each team prior to the game.  If a team has a "sit-out" for such game, 
it must be brought to the attention of the referee prior to the start of the game to allow time 
for the verification of such "sit-out" by the referee.  The Game Report will be available for 
printing through the PRL website or its related scheduling software.  After the game, each 
coach shall enter the correct game score on the PRL game and scheduling software.  Any 
dispute between teams on the final score should be directed to the PRL Executive Council, 
which will make a final determination based on the Game Report submitted by the Referee. 

1.2 Referees.  Each game's referee will receive and hold each team's Game 
Report during the game.  After the game, the referee shall note on the Game Report the 
following:  (i) any team that did not submit a Game Report, (ii) any issuance of a caution 
or send-off of any player, team official or spectator, detailing the reasons for such actions, 
(iii) notation of any player, coach or spectator which is mandatorily "sitting out" such game, 
and (iv) any other matter the referee deems appropriate. 

2. Game Report Handling by PRL.  The game referee shall submit to the designated 
official of the home association, as soon as possible, but in no event more than 2 days, after each 
game, the Game Report signed by the referee and containing the information specified in 
Section 1.2 above. 

2.1 Submission to PRL.  Every Game Report received by a home association 
from its referees shall be submitted to PRL, in accordance with instructions provided to the 
home association prior to each season. 

2.2 PRL Division Commissioners.  The applicable PRL Division 
Commissioner shall review each Game Report for the applicable matters.  Failure of a team 
to duly complete and submit the Game Report form and other disciplinary issues should be 
immediately addressed with the team coach or manager.  Continued failure or disciplinary 
should be sanctioned by the PRL Division Commissioner or appropriate PRL official by 
any and all appropriate means, which include (without limitation):  suspension of the coach 
for 1 or more games and/or practice sessions, deduction from team's PRL's league standing 
points, temporary or permanent suspension from play in PRL, or otherwise, depending on 
severity and longevity of the failures or disciplinary issues.  

2.3 Administrative.  All Game Reports for an entire Soccer Year (not just the 
current season) must be maintained on a per team basis.  The Team/Card Accumulation 
Analysis in the form approved by the PRL Executive Council (the current approved form 
is attached hereto) for each team should be maintained with all Game Reports of such team 
to keep track of team/player yellow and red cards.   

2.4 Cumulative Card System.  PRL strictly adheres to the NTSSA rules on 
discipline for misconduct.  Once a team or player reaches a problem number of cards, then 
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the PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official must take appropriate action.  Such 
PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official should try to alert the team coach about 
the problem; however, each team is responsible for monitoring its own card 
accumulations and the failure of the PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official to 
inform such team does not relieve the team of its responsibility.   

2.5 Sit-Out Verification.  If there has been a red card issued or accumulation of 
the requisite number of yellow cards, then  such player, coach or spectator must not be 
present at the games for which a "sit-out" is appliable; the team coach is responsible for 
this.  The PRL Division Commissioner or applicable PRL official should verify that the 
player, coach or spectator "sits-out" the appropriate game(s) by checking the Sit-Out 
Verification from the referee on that game's Game Report.  If the player, coach or spectator 
was present at that game or if no sit-out verification is received, it is assumed that he/she 
was present, resulting in a forfeit for the team which allowed such person to be present at 
that game. 

2.6 Referee Comments.  The PRL Division Commissioner or applicable PRL 
official should forward appropriate referee comments contained on the Game Report, or 
other comments from the head coach, to the PRL Executive Council for action.   

2.7 Game Report Mandatory.  Any team which does not have and deliver a 
printed, prescribed form of Game Report to the game referee, on or before the start of the 
second half of play for the game, shall have the game declared a forfeit and the game shall 
be scored as a 0-3 loss by such team.  If both teams fail to present the printed, prescribed 
form of Game Report by the forfeit time for the game, then the game cannot be played and 
such game will be declared a double forfeit for both teams. 
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PRL 
 

TEAM/CARD ACCUMULATION ANALYSIS 

DATE OF REPORT:     ________________________ TEAM NAME: _______________________ 

PLAYING PRL:  PRL DIVISION:   ______________________ 

Game 
Date 

Game 
Rpt. 

Rec'd 

Player Name Jersey 
No. 

Card 
Issued 
Y/R 

Offense Field Referee Name Missg. 
Conduct 

Rpt. Rec'd 

Sit-
out 

Verif. 
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PRL COST SHARING SCHEDULE 

1. GAME COSTS.  Each home association shall use and determine its own fee schedules for 
game officials (Referee, 2 Asst. Referees).  However, the referee fee schedule shall be 
delivered to PRL before a home association's admission to participate in PRL and before 
each season when a change thereto will be effective, pursuant to a new or updated Master 
Protocol Schedule. 

2. FIELD & LIGHT COSTS.  Each  association shall pay their own costs for  fields and lights; 
however, any costs sharing for “visiting” home teams or for "neutral" location games shall 
be at the home association’s actual direct cost for same.  Proof of such cost may be 
requested by an association.  Such payment therefor must be promptly paid by the 
applicable association to the association or PRL, as applicable. 

3. AWARDS COSTS.  Each applicable PRL Executive Council, or other applicable PRL 
official, will order awards for each playing division.  All member associations with teams 
in PRL will pay, as designated, their share of such costs on the basis of the pro rata number 
of their teams playing in each PRL playing Division.  Such payment therefor must be 
promptly paid by the applicable association to the association or PRL, as applicable. 

3.1 PRL will deliver team awards to each team's home association.  Each home 
association shall be required to promptly deliver the team awards to such applicable 
team coach.   

3.2 Each team which wins a champions award is hereby licensed the right to wear a 
patch, shield or similar emblem, with the PRL logo, for as long as such team 
maintains its playing existence.   

 



PRL HOME ASSOCIATION MASTER PROTOCOL SCHEDULE – Page 1 

PRL HOME ASSOCIATION MASTER PROTOCOL SCHEDULE 

Home Association:        

 Website:        

Contact Person:        

 Phone:        

 Email:        

Weather/Field Conditions: 

 Phone:        

 Website:        

Field Assignor:         

 Phone:        

 Email:        

Referee Assignor:      

 Phone:        

 Email:        
 

 
FIELD PROTOCOLS: 
 
1.  Sideline Protocol [Check whichever is applicable]:  
 
_____ 1.1  Same Side.  Team and spectators on same side  
 
_____ 1.2  Different Sides.  Team and spectators on different sides 
 
_____ 1.3  Posted Arrangements.  Teams and spectators will follow 
the prominently posted signage at the applicable fields.   
 
2.  Nets/Flags Protocol [Check whichever is applicable]:  
 
_____ 2.1 Nets and flags are handled by the association 
 
_____ 2.2 Nets and flags must be put up, removed and stored by each 
home team (visitors encouraged to assist) from the following location:  
______________________________________________________ 
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PRL HOME ASSOCIATION MASTER PROTOCOL SCHEDULE 
 

 

COSTS PROTOCOLS:  
 Referee fees:  

 Referee Assistant Referee (each) 
   

U10 $_______ $_______ 
U12 $_______ $_______ 
U14 $_______ $_______ 
U16 $_______ $_______ 
U19 $_______ $_______ 

 
   

Field Costs: Unlighted Lighted 
   

U10 $_______ $_______ 
U12 $_______ $_______ 
U14 $_______ $_______ 
U16 $_______ $_______ 
U19 $_______ $_______ 

 


	I.   FIELDS
	1.1 Field Assignments.  Each member association will provide appropriate fields for use by each of their association's teams when playing as the home team.  Each association shall provide a list of available fields, dates and times for use in assignin...
	1.2 Weather.  All games will be played as scheduled unless the home association determines that the fields are unplayable.  The appropriate Weather hotline phone number and/or website are listed on the attached PRL Field Protocol Schedule.
	1.3 Field Protocol.  Parents and players will take positions on the sides of the field as dictated by each home association.  For the specifics, see the attached PRL Field Protocol Schedule.
	1.4 Nets and Flags.  All games must be played with nets on each goal and four corner flags.  Each home team/association will be responsible for putting up and taking down the nets and corner flags as specified on the attached PRL Field Protocol Schedu...

	II.   GAME PROTOCOL
	2.1 Game Reports.  Each team shall use the PRL form of Game Report (available on the  game scheduling website or via the PRL website and shall submit the Game Report to the referee before the game.  After completion of each game, the referee shall not...
	2.2 Penalty for Game Reports.  If a team does not submit a Game Report as specified in Rule 2.1 above, then disciplinary action shall be taken in accordance with the PRL Game Report Protocol.
	2.3 Jersey Colors Conflict.  Also, in the event of any jersey conflicts, the home team will be required to change to a different color jersey or pennies over their jerseys.
	2.4 Uniform Policy.  All teams will be required to have uniform jerseys with distinct permanent numbers for each player.  Although uniform shorts and socks are strongly encouraged, no player will be prohibited from participating because of non-matchin...
	2.5 Referees/Payment.  Each home association will assign referee crews to games scheduled on their fields.  The payment of Referees' fees will be handled by each home team in accordance with each home association's requirement.  For specifics, see the...
	2.6 Game Protests / Grievances.  Except as provided herein, all players, coaches, teams and spectators will be governed by their own association's rules.  Any game protest or grievances shall be directed to the applicable PRL Division Commissioner or ...
	2.7 Player Substitution.  PRL will follow NTSSA rules on player substitutions.  In general, this allows substitutions, in the referee's discretion, as follows:
	2.8 Forfeit Time.  Any team without the requisite number of players to start a game within 10 minutes of the scheduled game time according to the referee's watch shall forfeit the game.  Forfeited games shall be scored as a 0-3 loss.

	III.   PRL PLAY
	3.1 PRL Standings.  The PRL standings will rank the teams in the order in which each such team has season standing points at the end of the season (with the highest points being first place, and so forth).  In the event of an abbreviated season, the r...
	3.2 Scoring System.  PRL will use the following scoring system which allocates points (up to a maximum of 3) as follows:
	3.3 Commissioners.  Each PRL Division Commissioners or other applicable PRL officials are listed on the accompanying PRL Contacts Schedule.  Their home number and e-mail address is provided for your use in contacting them for problems and questions as...
	3.4 Game Schedules; Standings.  The "official" game schedules and standings are those posted on the PRL website or other PRL Executive Council approved location.  You should contact your PRL Division Commissioner to determine how schedule changes, sta...
	3.5 PRL Play.  Each applicable PRL Division Commissioner will receive teams from the PRL Executive Council and group those teams into an appropriate arrangement (i.e., equally matched playing ability) and prepare a playing schedule on the basis of hom...
	3.6 Season Awards and Tie Breakers.  For each playing division there will be awards given for the applicable places based on the regularly scheduled PRL play games.  Only the first place team will receive an award.  If two or more teams are tied in ga...
	(a) Head to head game results (during regular season games; i.e., exclusive of “friendly” games) based on the 3 point system specified in these Rules and Procedures.
	(b) Least number of goals allowed during season play, without limitation.
	(c) Fewest accumulation of yellow cards (counts as l), red cards (counts as 2) points.
	(d) The least number of disciplinary actions taken against such team or its coaches, assistant coaches, manager, trainer, parents or spectators.

	3.7 Rescheduling Policy.  In the event any games are unable to be played or completed, due to field conditions or the like, pursuant to these Rules and Procedures, such games will be rescheduled by the PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL...
	3.8 Suspended Games.  Any game which has been suspended after completion of the first half of play shall be considered a full game and shall count in the standings as such.  If a game is suspended (other than for an abandonment or other disciplinary r...
	3.9 Forfeit Time.  Any team which does not have the minimum number of players (pursuant to NTSSA rules) required to commence a game within ten (10) minutes after the scheduled commencement time shall forfeit such game.  A forfeited game will be counte...
	3.10 Playing Time.  Each rostered player, who is at the game at the start of the game, shall play at least one-half of a game, subject to any exceptions allowed pursuant to NTSSA rules.
	3.11 Rosters.  Each team shall be required to furnish, upon request, an official, signed Roster from their home association to their PRL Division Commissioner prior to the commencement of the playing season.
	3.12 Player/Coaches Identification.  Each team's players, coach, assistant coach and manager, as listed on their official Roster, must have available at each game, for presentation to the appropriate game officials, appropriate identification with a p...
	3.13 Scheduling Conflicts.  Each team shall be allowed to provide its applicable PRL Division Commissioner or other applicable PRL official, prior to the initial playing schedule having been prepared by the PRL Division Commissioner or other applicabl...
	3.14 Division Formation and Team Placements.  In considering how to form Divisions with in an age group and the placements of teams within a Division, the primary guiding premise is that the Division should be competitive for all teams; that is, Divis...
	3.15 Association Teams.  The PRL playing league is only for teams that are U11 and older, as determined by the PRL Executive Council from time to time.  Each participating association may send to PRL any teams that express an interest in playing in th...
	3.16 Sit-Outs.  A sending-off (red card) offense shall automatically require the next game to be "sit-out" by the offending person, with or without league notification.  Further disciplinary action may be taken as deemed appropriate by the PRL A&D Com...

	IV.   ADMINISTRATIVE
	4.1 Purpose and Goals.  For most teams, there will be at least some variations in these rules from the typical rules in their home association.  We apologize for any "culture shock" caused by any rules changes, and hope that each of the teams particip...
	4.2 Executive Council.  The PRL Executive Council shall be composed of one (1) representative from each substantial member association.  The current members of the Executive Council are listed on the accompanying PRL Contacts Schedule.
	4.3 Registration. Each Association will register its own teams and players.
	4.4 Fees. Each member association would continue to charge the fees it establishes for its teams.  Except for certain costs addressed in these Rules and Procedures, there will not be any payments between associations with regard to the PRL play covere...
	4.5 Fields. Each member association will provide a suitable home field and time slots for its teams for all of their home games, except when and under the circumstances as approved by the other team's home association or when another home association,...
	4.6 Referees. Each home association and/or home team will be responsible for assigning and paying (in accordance with each home association's standard procedure) the referees and assignors for such home games.
	4.7 Promotional Matters. Each association will be responsible for its own promotional matters with respect to PRL.
	4.8 Cost Sharing. The PRL Executive Council shall establish for each season an appropriate Cost Sharing Schedule, to which each participating  association  will be subject and for which each association shall be deemed to have agreed to upon submissio...
	4.9 Disciplinary and Appeals. Each PRL Division Commissioner, or other appropriate PRL official, shall have the responsibility of monitoring all Game Reports and Referee Misconduct Reports and shall report to the PRL A&D Committee any matter requiring...
	4.10 A&D Committee. The PRL A&D Committee will consist of one (1) member of each home association in PRL; provided, however, the PRL A&D Committee member from each home association which has a party in such hearing shall not be entitled to vote on suc...
	4.11 Tournament of Champions. Each member association will chose its own team representative for the Tournament of Champions based on their own internal rules or guidelines for the teams registered within that association.  It may or may not include t...
	4.12 Timing. Each member association agrees to cooperate with each other as to registration dates, team formation dates, season start and ending dates, special association tournament dates, etc.
	4.13 Coaches Meeting.  PRL may, if the PRL Executive Council deems it appropriate, hold a brief "Coaches Meeting" prior to each season start for the following purposes:  (i) introductions of coaches and Division Commissioners; (ii) discuss playing pro...
	4.14 Master Protocol Schedule.  Each home association, as a condition to qualification to participate in PRL, must be fully complete and delivered to the PRL Executive Council, a Master Protocol Schedule, in the form attached hereto.  Revisions theret...

	V.   TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS
	5.1 Eligibility.  Each team playing in the PRL is eligible to participate in the NTX Tournament of Champions ("TOC") in accordance herewith, their home association rules and the TOC rules.
	5.2 Home Associations.  For each age group in each home association, the home association will determine if and how their teams will be selected for submission to the TOC, in accordance with TOC rules.
	5.3 Elite Division.  If TOC offers an "Elite" or comparable division in its tournament,  then home associations may, in addition to its other team selections, may also elect to send an additional team for "Non-Elite" division play in the TOC.
	1. Sideline Protocol.  As listed in each home association's Master Protocol Schedule, the sideline protocol shall be either:
	2. Nets/Flags Protocol.  The Home Team is responsible for  putting up and taking down nets and flags; however, it is expected that both teams should assist in putting up and taking down the nets and flags, except where such is not handled by the teams.
	3. Referee Payment.  If an association pays its referees other than at the fields, then that association shall make such payments in accordance with their standard procedures.  If an association pays its referees  at the fields as a condition to play,...
	4. WEATHER HOTLINES OR WEBSITES.  The hotline number and website for each home association should be provided to PRL in its Master Protocol Schedule and maintained current during the season.  Each team's coach is charged with verifying field condition...
	1. Field Assignments.  Field assignments will be prepared for each Home Association for their teams on the basis of  four (4) or five (5) home games per season.  Such field availability will be delivered by each Home Association to PRL before the desi...
	2. Game Schedules.  Each PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official should use reasonable efforts to schedule PRL games so that it accommodates the Home Association in field assignments and referee assignments.  In other words, schedule back to b...
	3. Schedule Distributions.  When game schedules have been finalized, it will be posted on the PRL website, with notice thereof to each head Coach and each Home Association (who will notify its Field Assignor and Referee Assignor).  For contact informa...
	4. Rescheduling.  In the event a reschedule is needed due to weather or other legitimate reason, the PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official cannot rely upon the original field assignments provided by the Home Association.  Rather, the PRL Div...


	1. Game Reports.
	1.1 Coaches.  A Game Report for each game must be printed out and submitted to the game referee by each team prior to the game.  If a team has a "sit-out" for such game, it must be brought to the attention of the referee prior to the start of the game...
	1.2 Referees.  Each game's referee will receive and hold each team's Game Report during the game.  After the game, the referee shall note on the Game Report the following:  (i) any team that did not submit a Game Report, (ii) any issuance of a caution...

	2. Game Report Handling by PRL.  The game referee shall submit to the designated official of the home association, as soon as possible, but in no event more than 2 days, after each game, the Game Report signed by the referee and containing the informa...
	2.1 Submission to PRL.  Every Game Report received by a home association from its referees shall be submitted to PRL, in accordance with instructions provided to the home association prior to each season.
	2.2 PRL Division Commissioners.  The applicable PRL Division Commissioner shall review each Game Report for the applicable matters.  Failure of a team to duly complete and submit the Game Report form and other disciplinary issues should be immediately...
	2.3 Administrative.  All Game Reports for an entire Soccer Year (not just the current season) must be maintained on a per team basis.  The Team/Card Accumulation Analysis in the form approved by the PRL Executive Council (the current approved form is ...
	2.4 Cumulative Card System.  PRL strictly adheres to the NTSSA rules on discipline for misconduct.  Once a team or player reaches a problem number of cards, then the PRL Division Commissioner or other PRL official must take appropriate action.  Such P...
	2.5 Sit-Out Verification.  If there has been a red card issued or accumulation of the requisite number of yellow cards, then  such player, coach or spectator must not be present at the games for which a "sit-out" is appliable; the team coach is respon...
	2.6 Referee Comments.  The PRL Division Commissioner or applicable PRL official should forward appropriate referee comments contained on the Game Report, or other comments from the head coach, to the PRL Executive Council for action.
	2.7 Game Report Mandatory.  Any team which does not have and deliver a printed, prescribed form of Game Report to the game referee, on or before the start of the second half of play for the game, shall have the game declared a forfeit and the game sha...
	1. GAME COSTS.  Each home association shall use and determine its own fee schedules for game officials (Referee, 2 Asst. Referees).  However, the referee fee schedule shall be delivered to PRL before a home association's admission to participate in PR...
	2. FIELD & LIGHT COSTS.  Each  association shall pay their own costs for  fields and lights; however, any costs sharing for “visiting” home teams or for "neutral" location games shall be at the home association’s actual direct cost for same.  Proof of...
	3. AWARDS COSTS.  Each applicable PRL Executive Council, or other applicable PRL official, will order awards for each playing division.  All member associations with teams in PRL will pay, as designated, their share of such costs on the basis of the p...
	3.1 PRL will deliver team awards to each team's home association.  Each home association shall be required to promptly deliver the team awards to such applicable team coach.
	3.2 Each team which wins a champions award is hereby licensed the right to wear a patch, shield or similar emblem, with the PRL logo, for as long as such team maintains its playing existence.




